T-cell leukemia with thymic involution.
The prognosis of acute lymphoblastic leukemia is affected adversely by T-cell markers on the malignant lymphoblasts. Direct involvement of the thymus has been assumed because of frequent mediastinal enlargement in these patients and the important role of the thymus in certain mouse leukemias. We report here an adult with T-cell leukemia and mediastinal enlargement who had physiologic involution of the thymus. The possible role of diphenylhydantoin in the pathogenesis of this disease is reviewed. The possible usefulness of Nu/Nu mouse xenografting for the study of this lethal disorder is discussed.